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IEA. IX. 23, 24 


| Thus faith the Lord, let not the wiſe man glo- 
yy in his wiſdom, neither let the mighiy man 
20 in his migbt, let not the rich man glory 
nm bis richesn. 

But let him, that ebricth, glory in this, that 


am the Lord, which exerci ſe loving kindne ſs, 
Judgment, and righteouſneſs in the earth; for 


E i rbeſe things I delight, ſaith the Lord. 


8 this Text ſtands in the midſt of the . 
moſt terrible denuntiations of God's 
Judgments on the Jeiſb Nation, it 

was, in its firſt and more particular 

= a intention, to admoniſh the Wiſe, the 

1 Mig 577 , and the Rich Men amongſt them, that they 

Z ſhould not think of ſaving themſelves from the ge- 
neral Calamities of their Nation, by any advan- 

tages, they might reckon on, either in their 7 2 

dom, or their Might, or their Riches: and it is eaſy 

to ſee, how this may be apply'd in our own caſe. 
The Jews, we know, were a people, which God 
had Choſen for His own inheritance and was usd 

” 8. to 


he underflandeth, and knoweth me, that I 


TY 


to call His own people, and which He had bleſs d in 
ſo eminent a manner above all other nations, that 
His loving kindneſs ſeem d appropriated to them, 3 
till by their general and moſt intolerable corruption 


they drew on themſelves the ſevereſt judgments; 
and [chem their puniſhment, which was in it ſelf ve- 
ry remarkable, became more ſo by that moſt ex- 
traordinary favour, whereby God had before ſo ma- 
nifeſtly diſtinguiſhd that people from all the world 
beſides. In all which the D of God, or 
his Hoiineſs and Truth are plainly ſeen. = 
Now we of this Nation may ſeem to have ſuc- 
ceeded Them in a more than ordinary degree of |: 
God's favour, which he hath abundantly manifeſted 7? 
in many the moſt ſignal inſtances; and its too evi- Þ? 
dent, that we have follow'd Them in their corru- 2 
ptions: and upon the like provocations we have 
but too much reaſon to fear the like judgments. 
And, as there are many particular perſons among us, 
who may have peculiar advantages above the reſt in 
their 29:7/dom, their power or their riches, and by 
means of one or other of theſe may hope to ſecure = 
themſelves in any publick calamities, we may have * 
to fear; they may learn from hence, how little ſe- 
curity they can promiſe themſelves in any advan- 
tages of that nature, and are here taught the only 
way to provide for their ſafety in a common dan- 
ger: and that 1s, by a ſerious conſideration of God's 
mercitull goodneſs, his dreadfull juſtice, and his per- 
fect righteouſneſs 1 in all the diſpenſations of his Pro- 


vidence, 
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SY 
vidlence, and by living with ſuch a regard to that con- 
fideration, as may keep them untainted with the 
common pollution, and by the authority of their 
great examples may give a check to the growing 
vices of the Age, and by ſo powerfull an influence 
may help to preſerve, or, as may be hop'd, to en- 
creaſe the number of the Righteous, ſo that God may 
be intreated to ſpare the Nation for their ſakes. 
But, as the words of the text may be confider'd 
by themſelves without ſuch relation to the context, 
they are a general admonition to all Great and E- 
minent Perſons, not to value themſelves upon any 
natural Endowments, or any worldly Acquiſitions 
neither on their Miſdom their Power, nor their 
Riches, which do moſt eminently, I mean moſt vi- 
fibly, diſtinguiſh them from the common condi- 
tion of other men, ſo as to g/ory and truſt in them; 
but that they rather account the knowledge of God 
and his good Providence the moſt valuable advan- 
tage, the higheſt priviledge of men, and their great- 
eſt glory. 
Io know God, as he is in himſelf a Being of in- 
finite perfection, muſt be above the reach of our ca- 
pacities, unleſs our capacities were equal to his per- 
fections, and that is, unleſs they were infinite. But 
as in the v/ible things, he has made, we are able to 
diſcern the inviſible things of Him, the eternal 
power and wiſdom of our Maker; and in the viſi- 
ble effects of his goodneſs, and juſtice, and righteouſ- 
neſs, which we ſee daily in his Providence, we can- 
| I | - 
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not but ſee, how, as the Sovereign Governour and 


Diſpoſer of all He has made, He orders and directs 
all Events, and, how in all, we propoſe, and in all 
our endeavours the ſucceſs depends intirely on His 
Will; this ander ſtanding and ænouledge of God is 
enough to teach us to have no relyance on any 
thing, but His goodneſs and loving kindneſs, and 
that we can have no pretence to glory in any of 
the things, we poſſeſs, which, if we may in any 
ſenſe call our own, whilſt our poſſeſſion holds, no- 


thing, we know, can be of more uncertain conti- 


nuance. Who knows, how ſoon his /ou/ ſhall be 
requir'd of him? and then, whos'ever thoſe things 


ball be, they can be no longer His, who in his 


life-time had the name of being Maſter of them. 


niſh'd by frequent or dayly inſtances. I wiſh their 
commonneſs may not againſt all reaſon make them 


the leſs heeded by us. os ; 
But, however in common and ordinary caſes 
they may be but little minded, and may leſs affect 
us; there are ſome, that are more extraordinary and 
remarkable, which will command a ſpecial ob- 


ſervation, and will force us upon the moſt ſe- 


rious reflections on the inſtability, the tranfitori- 


neſs and ſudden end of all, that is admired upon 


earth for the great appearance it makes, for the 

time it laſts: when we ſee men of the greateſt Fi- 

gure and largeſt Eſtates diveſted in a moment, in 

the moment of death, of all, they had acquird or 
Fey nn poſſeſs d, 


And of this we are frequently, we are dayly admo- 


e 
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n 


A IS 


1 

poſſeſs d, and become intitled to nothing more, than 
a grave, where their Remains are put out of ſight, 
and left in darkneſs to undergo the changes, we 
could not look on without the greateſt horror. 
And this eminent inſtance of ſuch a change now 
before us, the DEC EAS ED, whoſe funeral we at 
this time attend, who liv d under a great and con- 
ſtant ſenſe of his dependence on God, and had the 
moſt confortable experience of His loving kindnoſs 
in the many extraordinary bleſſings of his life, that 
he might never be tempted to g/ory either in his 
Wiſdom, or his Power, or his Riches, or be un- 
mindfull of the great goodneſs of God to him in 

ſuch a courſe of wonderfull Proſperity, as the Pro. 
vidence of God conducted him through, he choſe 
this Text as his Remembrancer, had it always with 
him as a Monitor, and, as he once by accident drop'd 
the paper, in which he had writ it, was heard to 
ſay, he had a z7rea/are in that paper of greater va- 
lue to him, than his e//afe, and, when after his 
death it was found in his pocket, it was become al- 
moſt illegible by his long uſe of it. ee. 

And in the proſecution of my diſcourſe on this 
Text I ſhall govern my ſelf chiefly by this occafion 
of it, and enforce the ſame confiderations, which, 
J judge, he had in making choice of it for the bet- 
ter directing of his life, and preparing for his death, 
and ſhall ſhew, 55 


I. How little reaſon a man hath to value nn, 
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ſelf on any Natural Endowment, or Worldly Ac- . 
quiſition. 


II. How much more reaſon we have to value the 


Knowledge of God and to fix our relyance on his 


Providence, wherein he exerciſeth Loving- kindneſs, 


Judgment and Righteouſneſs upon earth. 


And throughout the whole ſhall have a view to 
the end of this mortal life, in order to our making 


the better preparation for it. 


I. And Firſt, to ſhew how little reaſon a man 
hath to value himſelf on any Natural Endowment, 
or Worldly Acquiſition. 


Of all natural endowments, or W acquiſi 


tions, Wiſdom, Power, and Riches will be allow'd 
to be the moſt conſiderable: and it muſt be allow'd, 
they may be very conſiderable Bleſs mgs, becauſe 
God has often promis d and beſtow d them as ſuch; 


and ſo They may juſtly account of them, who con- 


fider and uſe them as ſuch; who conſider, they re. 
ceivd them from His Bounty, that they can hold 
them by no other Tenure than His Will, that they 


ſtand accountable to Him for the uſe, they make 


of them, and who refer to His glory the diſtin- 


ction of their Condition, eſteeming it their higheſt 


priviledge in their ſuperiority to ſo many others, 


that they are in ſo much a higher ſtation in the 


ſervice of God. 
But, how natural it is to men in ſuch Circum- 


ſtances, 
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ſtances, which ſhould eſpecially lead them to theſe 
conſiderations, or, how common in theſe circum- 
ſtances eſpecially, to forget all their obligations to 
His Bounty, we may judge by the repeated cau- 
tion, we find given to the People of //rael, leſt 
their Proſperity ſhould incline them to overlook 
Him, to whom it was owing, and that in a more 


viſible manner, than in the common methods of 


the divine Providence. When thy gold and thy ſil. 


ver is multiplied, and all, that thou haſt, is mul. 


ziphed, then beware, let thine heart be I red up, 


and thou forget the Lord thy God, and thou ſay in 
thine heart, my power and the might of mine hand 
hath gotten me this wealth. But thou ſhalt re- 
member the Lord thy God, for it is He, that giveth 


power to get wealth. Deut. 8. 
And here we muſt begin to account for the ter- 


rible danger in Riches, which occaſion d that ex- 


preſſion of our Saviour's ſo aſtoniſhing to his Di- 


ſciples, when he ſpake of the difficultie of a man's 


Salvation in ſuch a ſtate: his riches, when they do 
in ſuch a manner occafion his forgetting God, have 


the place in his thoughts and in his heart, which 


God ſhould have; and then his affection to them 
becomes the moſt real Idolatry, when he comes 
to love them, as he ſhould love God, 27th all his 
heart, and with all his Soul, and with all his mind, 
and to put that truſt in them, which he ſhould 

place in the loving kindneſs of the Lord. 
But then n is he, whoſe Faith carries 155 
B + 
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ſafe through this danger, and overcomes ſo terrible 
a difficultie, who is truly Se, with a great E- 


ſtate; when That raiſes his ſenſe of God's goodneſs 


to him, and his Truſt in Him, and gives proof of 
the greater Virtue, which, he may juſtly hope, will 
be rewarded with the greater Glory. 

And certainly it muſt add much to the comfort, 
any man takes in his eſtate, when he looks upon it 


not as the gift of Fortune, nor the effect of his own 
Induſtry, but the bleſſing of an all wife, and moſt 


gracious God, who can ſtill add to his bleſſings, 
and who, he humbly may believe, hath given him 


the more talents, that he may give him the greater 


reward for his faithfulneſs and diligence in the im- 


provement of them. And what addition muſt it 


make to the conſideration of God's preſent bounty 
to him, when it gives him juſt grounds to believe 


to make His goodneſs to him ſo much greater and 
everlaſting? 

But that man, who in the afluence of a great for- 
tune is ſo captivated with the appearance of his 
own greatneſs, as to think no more of his depen- 
dence on God, but ſets up upon his own ſtock, or 
the ſufficiency of his own circumſtances, to attain 


the happineſs he propoſes in them, alafs, he will 


certainly fail of an expectation, that is no better 
founded: a man may chooſe his own condition, and 
abound in all the earthly things, he can wiſh for, 
and * fail of being happy in them. 

Were 


His gracious intention in it to be nothing leſs, than 


Fa), 


Were we to form in our own + imagination the 
happieſt condition of human life, many of us might 
perhaps be inclind to think, they could not do it 
on a better plan, than that of Wiſdom, and Power, 
and Riches, and that, allowing only Health for the 
enjoyment of thoſe great advantages, nothing elſe 
could be wanting to compleat their ſcheme. 

And yet he, who poſſeſs d all theſe in the higheſt 
degree, any one man ever did, Solomon, who owns 
too, that he had ſuch an expectation of being hap- 
py in them, He, upon the fulleſt tryal and expe- 
rience of all, that his Miſdom could contrive, or 
his Power command, or his Riches could purchaſe 
for pleaſure and delight, found himſelf ſo much diſ- 
appointed, that no man ever complain d more of 
the vanity and emptineſs of all his enjoyments, and 
their not being able to ſatisfie the expectations, 
they had rais d in him; in truth had his Wiſdom 
been leſs, he might have ſeen leſs reaſon for the 
Diffatisfaction, he expreſſes on that occaſion. 

And David in his contemplation on the ſtate of 
man in this life (and ſcarce any man was better ac- 
quainted with all parts of it, or ever beſtow d more 

reflection upon what he knew of it) He, looking 
upon all, that is in this preſent ſtate, as no more 
than 4 ſhadow, chooſes to make the moſt frequent 
_ uſe of that compariſon, which dos ſo naturally re- 
preſent not only the tranfitorineſs of all worldly 
Proſperity, but the little ſubſtantial happineſs, that 

is in it, even whilſt it dos laſt. 
B 2 And 
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And what i is there i in this uncertain ſtate, in this 


ſhort life at beſt, unleſs we confider it as an oppor- 


tunity to ſecure that, which is everlaſting? St James 


compares our preſent life to a vapour, which ap- 


pears for a little time only, and then vaniſbeth 
_ away; ſo little account do's he make of all earthly 

glory. Even a Comet, which hath been common- 
ly taken for a Sign of ſome Great Man's Death, 


might with better reaſon be look'd on as an Em- 


blem of ſuch a Perſon's Life, whoſe Sphere is high 
and large, and whoſe Motions in it often difficult 
to be accounted for; who for a while indeed makes 

a great blaze, and ſometimes ſtrikes a terror; but 
ſoon diſappears, never to be ſeen again, till he has 


made his long Reyolution. 
But, if the things, which for the preſent make 


ſo much ſhew, and are ſo much admird for the 
ſhew, they make, could be allowd to be as valua- 


ble, as in the commom account of the world they 


are thought to be; yet what reaſon could any man 


have ſo to value himſelf upon them, as to glory in 
them? Should a man glory in any difference in his 
condition, which he is not to Attribute to himſelf? 
Who maketh thee to differ from another, or what 


Hast thou, that thou didit not receive? now if thou 
didſt receive it, why doſt thou glory, as if thou haaſt 


not receiv d it? 


I am loth to call it denying God's Providence, 


I am not willing to admit ſuch a thought, but 1 
can call it nothing leſs, than forgetting it in that 
—— man, 


. 
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0 man, who do's ſo aſſume to himſelf the glory of that 
condition, in which God hath placed him. And, if 
he can ſo forget the bountifull Donor of all, he hath, 


I would defire him to conſider, that He ſtill con- 
tinues the true Proprietary of all, he hath given; 
every one knows, he is to reſign, whenever it ſhall 
be requird, and no one can tell, how ſoon that 


may be, he do's not know, but it may his night 


be requir d of him; and will he then preſume to va- 


lue himſelf on that which he hath reaſon to fear, 


he may be depriv'd of, as ſoon as he do's ſo? 
2. And now be pleas d in the ſecond place to con- 
fider, how much more Reaſon we have to value the 


knowledge of God, and to fix our relyance on his 


Providence, wherein he exerciſeth Loving-kindneſs, 


Judgment, and Righteouſneſs in the earth. 


It is ſtrange, the Providence of God ſhould be 


ſa little minded or regarded, as we fee, it 1s; it is 


plain, nothing is ſo much forgot as that, which 


we have the moſt frequent occaſions to remember: 


no man can be ſuppos'd to be without dayly in- 


ſtances to remind him of it. And yet there is need 


of nothing more, than to have the Providence of 


God more con/ider'd; we can't queſtion the belief 


of it in any man, who believes the being of God. 
He muſt be a fool, who /ates in his Heart, there 


7s no God, none but a fool can be ſo ſtupid and 


ſenſleſs, when he looks upon this world, not to ſee 


the wiſdom of it's Maker in the admirable contri- 
vance of all things in it; but he mult be a greater 


and 


K 


and more egregious fool, who believes a God, and 
denies his Providence; Who believes, God made 
the world, and do's not believe, he governs the 
world, he has made, but, that he leaves ſuch an 
infinite number of creatures, as he hath made, to 
Chance, and his work to ſtand or fall without con- 
cerning himſelf any farther about it. 

Unleſs God preſerv'd the world by his divine 
power and wiſdom, we could not judge it likely to 
laſt ſo long, but as we our ſelves have known it: 
where the fabrick is ſo vaſtly great, and the con- 
ſtant motions of it s parts ſo many, and ſo various, 


and ſo many creatures in it of Wills contrary to 


one another, how could it be preſerv'd from ruine 
without a Governour continually preſiding over it? 
and what Governour 1s ſufficient for it, but one of. 
infinite Goodneſs, Power and Wiſdom ) which can 
be none but God; whoſe infinite Goodneſs do's en- 
gage him to take care of all his creatures: who in 


his infinite Power is able to protect and provide 


for them all, and whoſe Wiſdom is infinite to diſ- 


poſe and conduct all things in the beſt manner to 


ſerve his gracious ends. 
As in his infinite wiſdom he muſt foreſee all our 


needs, fo he forecaſts all the means of ſupplying 


them: and what his Wiſdom defigns, his almighty 
Power will certainly effect. 


And God, who hath theſe infinite perfections, is 


able to take care of every particular perſon as well, 


as if he had but 0/2 to take care of, and yet to over- 
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look and conduct the 7hole world as eaſily, as if 
his care of every one was not ſo particular. 
And when the goodneſs of God doth fo engage 
all the divine Attributes in the care of all his crea- 
tures in general, and every one of them in particu- 
lar, and we ſee ſo great a variety and difference in 
the Condition of thoſe, who are all equally under 
his care; as he diſtinguiſnes ſome in eminence above 
the reſt either in their /i/dom, or Power, or Yealth, 
and makes ſuch alterations, as we frequently ſee in 
any or all of theſe, as may beſt ſerve the ends of his 
Juſtice and Goodneſs in the government of the 
whole world; this is that good Providence of God, 
in which his faithfull ſervants truſt, to which they 
refer all their intereſts, to which they ſubmit their 
own opinions and defires, and intirely acquieſcing in 
all his diſpenſations, as in the Will of their heaven- 
ly Father, they find reſt unto their /ouls : when he, 
who ſeeks it in the gratification of his wandring de- 
fires, findeth none. 7 
And we may obſerve in our Saviour's diſcourſe 
to his Diſciples of the Providence of God, where 
he aſſured them, it extended to the moſt minute 
concerns of every man, ſo that not a Hair their 
head could be hurt, without His knowledge and 
allowance, he told them, the leaſt thing in the 
world was not done without their Father: an ap- 
pellation, of it ſelf ſo expreſſive of the moſt ten- 
der love of God towards them, and his paternal 
care of them, as could not but quiet all their ap- 
_ — prehen- 
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prehenſions from a World ſet againſt them; a 
accordingly Chri/? makes that concluſion for them 
in the following words, fear ye not therefore, Mat. 
10. 31. And in truth they only are tormented with 
diſquieting fears, who are ſtrangers to this know- 
ledge of God's goodneſs who do not ſufficiently con- 
fider, or have no fix d relyance on the loving kind- 
neſs of their Heavenly Father; it being ſuch a relyance 
on Him alone, and not any outward Circumſtances, 
that can ſecure men from the diſquietude of many 
apprehenſions, they may otherwiſe have in every 
condition of life. | 
And it is to all them, who can 0 ed in the 
goodneſs of God s Providence, an unſpeakable com- 
fort to be ſoaflurd, as they are, that He their hea- 


venly Father muſt order, that He muſt direct, or 


grant his allowance to any evil accident, before it 
can happen to them, or to any affliction, before it 
can befall them; and, that no calamity can arreſt 
them, without a warrant from him, who, as he is 
a moſt juſt Judge, fo is he their ſureſt Friend, who 
will let nothing paſs againſt them, but what is juſt, 
and moreover conſiſtent with his mercy and love 
to them. And there's nothing in any circumſtan- 
ces of life, but this conſideration of God's good Pro- 
vidence, and ſuch relyance upon it, that is able to 
give reſt unto a mans mind, 

It muſt be own'd, we ſometimes ſee the moſt 
remarkably good men fall under ſevere afflictions, 
and ſuffer the moſt griveous oppreſſion, or moſt 


mani- 
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manifeſt injury; but this can be no impeachment 
of the divine Juſtice or Goodneſs: we may have 
reaſon to acknowledge the juſtice of God in all our 
ſufferings, even when we may be-unjuſtly oppreſs'd, 
and moſt wrongfully dealt with by nen; for in 
truth no affliction of that kind ever befalls us, but 
what is the juſt reward of our offences againſt God; 
and no man is ever depriv'd of any thing, but what 
he deſerves to loſe; and death it ſelf, whatever man- 
ner it be in, whether natural or violent, is what 
fin hath brought upon us, and what we ſuffer in 
ſuch time and ſuch manner, as is moſt agreeable to 
the juſtice of God: for there is nothing, the Proyi- 
dence of God orders, or permits to happen to us, 
but what 1s juſt and righteous in God, who appoints 
or allows 1t, and it 1s juſt and righteous in reſpe& 
of them, who ſuffer it; and if there be any injuſtice 
in the Perſons, who are the Inſtruments of our 
ſufferings, yet their injuſtice do's not at all hinder, 
but our ſufferings, howſoever they befall us, are a 
juſt Judgement of God upon us; as David, where 
he ſays, that God was clear, when he judged, Pſal. 
FI. 4. acknowledges, that he deſeryedly fell under 
the trouble of 4b/olom's rebellion; though he did 
not deſerye from Abſolom ſuch a return for his love 
and affection to him; nor had he deſeryd fo ill of 
his People, which he had ſo ſignally deliver 'd from 
their enemies, but it was, what he had deſerv d 
from God. He had deſerv'd ſuch a judgment from 
God as the juſt reward of his offences againſt Him. 


C And 
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the hand of the 
the tongue of the Slanderer, which his PERSON, 
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And there is great reaſon, that this ſhould Mode- 
rate our concern in all the troubles and affli&ions, 
we may haye by the unkindneſs of ſuch, as we 
had reaſon to eſteem our friends, or any hard uſage 
from ſuch, as we may have been particularly kind 
to; which 1s, what do's commonly heighten our re- 
ſentment of their unkindneſs, and make ſuch uſage 

harder to be born; if we confider, that the Will of 


God is done in it, and that his Will is juſt; conſe- 


quently, what befalls us in that manner, is juſt and 
reaſonable; for whatever injuſtice we may receive 
at the hands of baſe men, tis all but juſt upon us, 


when we look up to the hand above, that directed 


ſuch ſufferings to us for the puniſnment of our ſins, 


and moreover for our correction and amendment: 
in which God exerciſes at the ſame time both his 


juſtice and mercy towards us; when in his juſtice 
he puniſhes us; in his mercy he ſeeks our amend- 
ment in the puniſhment. 

And this conſideration may be of general uſe; for, 


1 believe, few men paſs through the world without 
ſome ſhare in thoſe ſufferings, which we may al- 


low to be calld unjuſt, if we look no further than 
Oppreſſor, who do's the wrong, or 


whoſe Proſperity was ſo wonderfull, could not 
eſcape; that he ſhould have enemies, is no wonder, 


when Envy will make them, and, when their ma- 


lice could reach him no other way, tis as little to 
be wondred a at, that they ſhould make ſuch an at- 
tempt 
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tempt upon his Credit by an abuſive ſtory, as if it 
had been by ſome ſtretch of his power, that he got 
that Diamond, which was of too great value for any 
Subject to purchaſe; an Ornament more fitly be- 
coming an Imperial Crown; which, if it be conſider d, 
may be one reaſon, why it was brought to the Go- 
VvERNO UR by the Merchant, who ſold it in the In. 
dies; and it was brought to him more than once or 
zZ7vice, before he could be perſwaded to part with 
ſo great a ſum of money for it, as it coſt him, of 
which (if I may be allow d in this place to take ſo 
much notice of it) I have ſeen an authentick and 
clear account, ſuch, as, I will venture to ſay, will 
intirely ſatisfie every good or reaſonable man, that 
that ſtory could have no foundation, but in the ma- 
lice of him, who invented it. . 
And, if, when ſuch a Viper faſten d on an inno- 
cent perſon, any of you were prompted too haſtily 
to think the worſe of him; when You ſee it haften 
V, it muſt change your opinion, and may well raiſe 
your thoughts of him, who bore ſo horrid an abuſe 
with ſo much patience, as, for his more effectual 
vindication, to wait the time of his going to appear 
before God, to whom he makes his appeal in the 
moſt ſolemn manner for the truth of that account, 
which he left to be open'd at his death 
This abuſe, I am inclin'd to believe, might oc- 
caſion his taking more particular notice of a ſhort 
admonition, which, with others, he had collected 
for his uſe, was found in his own hand with the 
7 6 paper, 
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paper I mention d before; it was in three words on- 
ly, Learn to ſuffer. The firſt of thoſe monitory ma- 
xims, (which had, as it deſervd, the firſt place in 
his thoughts) was Truſt in God, and that, which 
follow'd next, Pray to him often (and accordingly 
he was known to retire very conſtantly to his Clo- 
ſet for that purpoſe) Oppre/s not the Poor was an- 
other; and the laſt was to remember the laſt thing, 
he had to do, Remember to dye. 

And it may be reckon d among the felicities of 
his life, that He, who had paſs'd through ſo much 
buſineſs, ſhould have ſo many years of Retirement 
and Leiſure before his death, to draw off his thoughts 
from the world ſo long, before he left it. And, as 
great as his Concerns were in it, he conſider d, he 
had much greater relating to another life, and to- 
wards the laſt (for the laſt two or three years eſpe- 
cially) he took little notice of any other. We ſee, 
how he was affected with thoſe Maxims, which were 
concluſions from the moſt ſerious reflections on our 
Moral and Chriſtian ſtate, when he ſet them down 
as ſo many memorandums in his greateſt Concerns, 
if not the only ones, he had then to mind. 
And Il cannot but think, his Experience in bu- 
fineſs prepar'd him the better for his Retirement: 

as men paſs through great buſineſs, they make the 
trueſt tryal of themſelves, of their inclinations, 
and deſires, and all that is in their hearts, and be- 
come moſt ſenfible of their own weaknefles and fail- 
ings, as well as of the general corruption of the 
; ; World; 
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world; they ſee the moſt and greateſt inſtances of 
the divine Providence, and by that means gain the 
trueſt Wiſdom, and exerciſe it in the moſt uſefull 
ways; and, as they become the moſt prudent and 
moſt uſefull men in the world, when they retire from 
zt, they are of all others the leaſt ſubject to loſe 
their time in a private life. And I don't know, whe- 
ther it could be thought any diminution to the 
knowledge of the Learned, that is got by reading 
and ſtudy, if I ſhould ſay, That ſeems to be no more, 
than the Theory of the other's Practice. 
And this Ho NOURABLE PERSON, ſo eminent 
for his knowledge in buſineſs, as to be thought wor- 
thy the higheſt Truſt, and moſt valuable Employ- 
ment in the Trade of the Engliſb Nation, or in any 
reſpect belonging to it, after he had acquird thoſe 
Riches, which may be allow'd to be no inconfider- 
able addition to the wealth of this Kingdom, of 
which he deſeryd the ſame, as of his own Family, 
was deſirous to make publick acknowledgment of 
the bounty of God to him firſt in Works of Piety, 
*One of Ar? we have now in our fight; __ I 
need not make particular mention here of others 
of the ſame kind. 
And the great ſums, which He hath laid out 
in other Buildings ys I 1 be placed to ie 


—— — 
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a He repalr'd and beamified that Church i in Dorſetſhire ; Be did the like 
at Stratford in Wiltſhire; and rebuilt the Church at Abbotiſonne in Hamp- 


ſhire, and had deſign d more of thoſe good works, but his further * 
of that kind were unhappily obſtructed, 


| account 
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account of Charity; the ſumptuous Buildings, and 
Gardens, and other like Expences of great men 
may ſeem defign'd only for their own Magnificence; 
but I make no doubt, but with many wiſe and good 
men Charity may be the firſt motiye, that ſets them 
to work, that it is to provide for the Poor out of 
their ſtore. And I can the leſs doubt of i its being ſo 
in this particular, having always obſeryd Such, as 
have acquird fortunes by their own Induſtry, to 
turn their thoughts eſpecially to encourage the In- 
duſtry of others, and to contrive to ſet the poorer 
ſort to work; and ſure tis no ſmall charity to pro- 
vide for them i in that way, by ſo employing them: 
may not their charity be accounted double, who 
dont ſuffer the Poor to want, nor to be idle? 
And now, if we will ſuppoſe any great man at 
the end of his life to caſt up the account of all, he 
hath poſſeſs d, and all the good, he hath done with 
it, we may conclude, he will not think of glorying 
in any of the advantages, he has had above other 
men; but, if there could be any grounds for his 
glorying, it would be in the good uſe, he had made 
of thoſe advantages; and, when ſuch a one with- 
draws from the world, to have the more time for 


fo large an account, as that of his life, to make it 


the ſole buſineſs of his laſt years, he may look on his 
life, as it is going off, or expiring, with comfort 
and pleaſure in ſuch reflections as theſe, that he 
hath never look'd upon any thing, he hath poſſeſs d, 
to be ſo much his own, as to be matter of glory to 
him, 
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him, but ever confiderd his poſſeſſions to be his in 
Truſt only, and ever took care to apply them to 
the uſes of the Truſt: that he never regarded any 
thing in his condition ſo much, as the favour and 
kindneſs ofhim, who placed him in it, in whoſe good- 
neſs he could eyer confide more, than in any earth- 
ly ſtate, and for more, than any temporary felici- | 
ty; and therefore can have the ſame relyance upon 
him at his death, that he ever had during his life. 
Happy is that H//e, Mighty, or Rich man, who, if 
he glorieth, glories in this; and who can glory in 
this, when all earthly glory is at an end. - 
But how different is the caſe of others, who ya- 
lue themſelves on any priviledges in their Condi- 
tion above others, when in the end they may wiſh, 
they had never had any of thoſe advantages, upon 
which at preſent they ſo much overvalue them- 
_ ſelves. - . 
Wherefore all men ſhould conſider the ſpecial 
obligations, which ariſe from the particular cir- 
cumſtances of life, in which the Providence of God 
hath placed them. It cannot be imagin d, a Gentle- 
man ſhould be ſent into the world, only to appear 
in the rank of Gentlemen; nor a Nobleman only to 
make ſuch a Figure in it; nor Kings and Governours 
only for their own Grandeur in ruling and govern- 
ing here. They were all made to ſerve God in their 
ſeveral ranks and ſtations, and to the extent of their 
ſeveral capacities in the different Provinces, God 
hath afſignd them. And the Greateſt amongſt us 
8 are 
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are to conſider thanflres as thoſe ſeryants, to 
whoſe care their Lord hath entruſted the greateſt 
number of talents. And they may pleaſe to con- 
fider too, how in the Parable neither of Them, who 
had receiv'd moſt, who had receiyd more, than one 
ſingle talent, fail'd to make a ſuitable improve- 

ment of what they had receiy'd: as their Lord had 
committed more to their truſt, they were ſenfible 

of their obligations to a greater diligence and faith- 

fulneſs on their part in proportion to the diſtinction, 
He had made in their favour. 

And now if we will draw any concluſion from 
the foregoing confiderations, it muſt be the ſame 
with that of the Preacher on the like occafion. In 

the book of Eccle/za/tes you have a perfect Inven- 

tory of all the pleaſures and delights, which this 
world affords, where there is the greateſt Power, 

and Riches; together with the. greateſt Wiſdom 
or Underſtanding to make the moſt of them; and, 


after the fulleſt tryal, that ever was made, as may 
be ſeen in the ſecond chapter of that book, where, 


after an enumeration of many particulars, he ſaies 
in general, Whatſoever mine eyes deſir d, I kept 
not from them, 1 withheld not mine heart from any 
joy, what was the ifſue of it all? did he ſee any rea- 
ſon to glory in his Wiſdom, or his Power, or his 
Riches, or in all of them put together, as they were 
all united in Solomon? no, nothing like it, but, af. 
ter he had in ſo many ways tired himſelf in a vain 
purſuit of that ſatisfaction, which he could never 


find 
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find in any of them; at laſt he gives up that deluſive 
expectation, which had ſo miſled him, in this conclu- 

ſion from his thorough experience, Let us hear the con. 
cluſion of the whole matter, fear God, and keep his com. 
mandmenis, for this is the whole of Man. i. e. all, 
he hath to do to make himſelf truly happy both at pre- 
ſent and hereafter : tis the 2whole of his Duty and of his 
Intereſt, which are in truth both the ſame; the dutys of 
Religion being the natural means to make men as hap- 
Py, as they can be on earth, as well as to fit them for 
a a ſtate of more perfect happineſs in a more perfect 
knowledge of God, and delight in his holy Will. 
And at preſent, alaſs, they forſake their own happi- 
neſs, who hunt after it in thoſe pleaſures, which carry 
them off from Religion: from the moſt ſolid ſatisfa- 

Ciion and comfort, they would find in a life of Reli- 

gion and Virtue; they are on a wrong ſcent, they run 
counter, they run from the happineſs, they would pur- 
ſue. Our Creator never deſign d us to be happy in plea- 
ſures of ſenſe, but in ſuch, as are as far above em, as 

the Rational nature is above the Senſitive, and the ca- 
pacities of our immortal Souls aboye thoſe of animal 
Bodys. And we ſhall never be able to make ourſelves 
happy, (there's no poſhbility of it) in any other way 
than that, our Maker deſign d, nor in any felicity leſs, 
than that he fram'd our Nature for, and that is in no- 
thing, but Himſelf, or a participation of his own happi- 
neſs. And if any man thirſt for That, let him come unto 
God, and drink of the river of his Pleaſures, and he ſhall 
be abundantly ſatisſied. | 
| Now the particular occaſion of * Diſcourſe my 
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be ſuppos d to diſpoſe our thoughts to the moſt ſerious 
- conſideration of what hath been ſaid upon it; nothing 
has a greater power on the mind to recall our thoughts 
from their common diſſipation, and to give them ſuch 
a turn to ſeriouſneſs, as inſtances of our mortality, 
where they are diſplay'd in our fight in ſuch manner, 
that we cannot overlook them. We are of our ſelves 
too little inclind to refle& on the uncertainty of this 
life, which would lead our thoughts on to that, which 
is to follow, our eternal ſtate, and the preparation, we 
ſhould make for that ſtate, which will be eternal: our 
natural averfion to death do's ſo much difincline us to 
the thoughts of it, that we dont often admit them, but 
when wecan't avoid it, and then we entertain them as 

unwelcome gueſts, when they force themſelves upon 

us; tho they make their ſtay but ſhort, we think their 

company inſupportable. 
| Men cant altogether eſcape the thighs of death, 
they muſt frequently meet with occafions that will 
mind them of it: but then on thoſe occaſions, which 
ſhould ftir up in every one of us the moſt ſerious re- 
flections on his own mortal ſtate, and ſhould impreſs 
on his mind ſuch a ſenſe of it, as would be of uſe to 
him (for nothing could be of greater uſe to us, than 
frequent and ſerious meditations on this mortal ſtate, 
if applyed to our ſelves) even then men find ways to 
turn off the reflection from themſelves, and beſtow it 


wholly. upon others. Thus, as often as we are calld to 


the funeral of our Friends or Relations, and the con- 
ſideration of their death dos affect us (as it often do's) 
ſo, as to move our paſſions at That time, and we la- 


ment 


E 
ment their departure, even Then we may make no re- 
flections, that will be of any uſe to our ſelves; becauſe 
they may be, and too often are, all ſpent on our deceaſ. 
ed Friend, without carrying them further or bringing 

them home to our ſelves. Fr 
Should it be through any rational fear of death, 
that men ſo decline the thoughts of it, their thinking of 
it more frequently would be a certain means to leſſen 
that fear, as it would ſtir up the power of our Faith and 
Hope inChri/t,which are able wholly to overcome it, and 
ſo to reſtrain That, which is not wholly to be overcome, 
our natural averſion to death, that it ſnall have no 
power over the mind to give it any diſturbance in the 
views, wherein a good Chriſtian looks on the end of 
this life, which is the niſbing his courſe, which brings 
him to the joy ſet before him, and the crown of right. 
eouſneſs, that is laid up for him. Where there is no fail- 
ing in our Chriſtian Hope, may not our rezoycing in it 
be more eſpecially at that time, when we are neareſt 
our departure out of this imperfect ſtate, and our ac- 
ceſs unto eternal life? I cannot doubt, but it is com- 
mon with good Chriſtians to find the hour of death not 
only full of Comfort but of Joy: we may believe, the 
goodneſs of God do's, in the great occaſion of that hour, 


ſupport his moſt faithful ſervants againſt the natural : 


horrors of death by greater meaſures of his Grace, and 
_ raiſe their Conſolations to a degree of Joy above what 
they could ever raiſe their hopes to, before their com- 
ing to that hour. 7 LS. 
I wiſh every Chriſtian had ſuch a ſenſe of this, as 

might turn the common difinclination to the A 
D 2 * 
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of death, and incline us all to look more towards it, 

and obſerve from time to time the advances, it makes 
towards us, and ſo prepare our ſelves for it, that we 
may with the moſt composd mind wait it's coming, 
and, when it comes, have nothing elſe to do, but that 
one thing, which we ſhall have ſo well confider'd before, 


1.6. to dye well; which is the good part, we ſhould chooſe, 
and are more concern'd to ſecure, than any thing, a 


man can defire, who is to dye, than all the circumſtan- 


ces, that are generally defir'd, as dying rich, or in ſuch 
eſteem in the world, that, when we leave it, we may 


leave a Name in it, which if not too much Tegarded, 
may not be to be blam'd; but, alaſs, will either our bo- 
dys or our ſouls be the better for any thing of this, One 
moment after! 

Suppoſe, a man raiſes a Family, and leaves Titles in 
it to deſcend to his Poſterity, and ſuppoſe, his death be. 
lamented and his name prais d, and all honours done to 
his Memory, would all that ſignifie any thing to him, 


if he ſhould miſs of Heaven? Will any thing, he leaves 


behind him, or all the Glory, he hath had in his life- 


time from his Wiſdom, or his Might, or his Riches, and 
the Eſteem and Applauſe of all the world, after he is 


departed from it, will all that, and all, we can think of, 
of that kind make up an Equivalent, which you can 
ſuppoſe him willing to take in exchange for the Hap- 
pineſs of an Eternal ſtate? I pray God give every one 
of us the Wiſdom to value Eternal life above all This, 
and All, that is in this world, and to be ſollicitous 


about nothing, but our Salvation, that we may hee ß 
faſt the Kingdom of God. 
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